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Abstract

The field of design within non-physical digital environments such as augmented reality (AR) and
virtual reality (VR) is expanding rapidly. However, traditional design legislation, conceived
primarily for tangible product design, has struggled to adequately protect intangible digital design
rights. Recently, the European Union (EU) undertook a comprehensive overhaul of its design law,
becoming the first jurisdiction in the world to extend design rights protection to the Al and digital
era. This paper analyses the innovations achieved by the EU Design Law Reform in protecting
non-physical designs, focusing on four key changes: the expansion of the definitions of 'design’
and 'product’; the explicit inclusion of animated designs; the new scope of protection against 3D
printing infringements; and the introduction of a design notice symbol. For each change, the paper
provides a comparative analysis before and after the amendment, examines practical implications,
and draws comparisons with Korean design law. The conclusion offers strategic recommendations
for Korean digital design companies and proposes directions for improving the Korean legal
framework.
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