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This study examined the extent to which large language model (LLM) can support qualitative
coding grounded in a theoretically defined framework by comparing LLM performance with expert
consensus coding in social justice counseling contexts. The analysis employed the American
Counseling Association’'s (ACA) Advocacy Competencies framework (six domains) as the
classification criterion and used 32 social justice counseling excerpts previously established as
type-specific exemplars. The results showed overall classification accuracies ranging from 42% to
53% across four different LLMs, exceeding the random baseline (16.7%), but also revealed
substantial variability across advocacy types and systematic misclassification patterns. These
findings suggest that while LLM demonstrates a meaningful capacity for preliminary classification
under clearly defined criteria, they face structural limitations in capturing context-dependent and
judgment-intensive aspects of qualitative coding. Rather than positioning LLM as substitutes for
human qualitative judgment, this study suggests for a collaborative analytic framework in which
human and Al roles are differentiated according to the nature of the coding task.
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